TRADITION AND TRANSITION

tion of a character he was likely to sag down to a sentimental
provincial level. Bibbs Sheridan in The Turmoil (1915) de-
parts from the Hoosier average by being a poet. Time and the
plot drag him back to normality, and to a fortune almost
overnight. George Minafer in The Magnificent Ambersons
(1918) departs from the average by being a snob. Time and
the plot drag him back, to a hasty and easy regeneration. The
processes are the same, and poetry and snobbery appear to
be equivalent offenses. Tarkington brought his wandering
heroes home alike at the end and tucked them away in the
Hoosier fold.

InPenrod (1914) and Seventeen (1916) and in subsequent
books about their juvenile heroes, Tarkington made a repu-
tation as an expert on boyhood. But these stories often call
to mind the winks that adults exchange over the heads of
children who are going about their own business, as the adults
are not. The pranks of Penrod Schofield, aged twelve, are
essentially those of Tom Sawyer repeated in another town,
without the poetry or the informing imagination of Mark
Twain. The loves of seventeen-year-old William Sylvanus
Baxter, diverting as they are, are hardly anything but farce
staged for outsiders. Though real adolescence, like any other
age of man, has its own passions, its own poetry, its own
tragedies and felicities, none of these appears in Tarkington^
versions of adolescence. Calf-love in them remains a joke for
mature spectators roaring at the discomfort which love causes
its least experienced victims. In Alice Adams (1922), how-
ever, dealing with a young girl alert for marriage, Tarkington
wrote with insight and sympathy. Alice is less strictly a tragic
figure than she appears to be. She shows no signs of desire
in any of the deeper senses; what she loves in Russell is but
incidentally himself and actually his assured position and his
assured income. Her pretty machinations to enchant and hold
him might be farcical if they were ludicrously handled. They
are not. Alice's instinct to win a husband is as powerful as